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ABSTRACT: On the one hand, every political policy, economic, as well as development initiative provides 

advantages to some segments of the population, while on the other, it brings misery and despair to others. 

Millions of people are moved and displaced from their residences, property and livelihoods each year to 

provide space for large-scale development projects such as dams, reservoir, power stations, and highways. 

“Development-induced displacement” is the term for this type of forced migration. People have been 

uprooted not merely from their homes, but also from homelands to which they may have ties from their 

ancestors.Displaced persons lose much, such as their houses, their productive resources, culture as well as 
livelihood, environmental circumstances suited to their abilities and habits, community networks as well as a 

sense of belongingness.The extent of their deprivation, affliction, and pains is determined by the challenges 

they experience and the resources they have access to in their new place. Both the development project and 

the relocation can be justified if sufficient compensation is offered in the form of economic incentives and 

rehabilitation. The study gives an overview of situations of relocation caused by development. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The right definition of development is the improvement of society's overall wellbeing in all aspects, including 

“economic, political, and social”. The term "development" refers to a condition in which the material and quality 

living standards of the masses improve. The most basic purpose of economic development appears to be to improve 

people's “welfare and well-being”. However, the world's development process has resulted in a great deal of 

hardship and misery for a large portion of the population. Numerous developmental programs have been 
implemented and constructed on private property in the name of development on the basis of “dams, power projects, 

railway lines, economic processing zones”, and several others, and the holders have been displaced in the name of 

some economic remunerations, which will not minimize their economic and other miseries in the future. 

 

Fig. 1. No. of displaced people in India. 
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Thousands of people are displaced & resettled every year from their homes, lands, and livelihoods to give space for 

large-scale development projects like dams, reservoir, power stations, roadways, plants, urban redevelopment, and 

oils, gases, and mining operations. Development-induced displacement is the term for this type of forced migration 

[9].  

People have been uprooted not merely from their homes, but also from homelands to which they could have ties 

from their ancestors. People who are displaced lose many things, such as their homes, tangible resources, culture, 

and livelihoods, environmental factors that are appropriate to their skill and practices, community networks, as well 

as a sense of belonging [12].  

What is Displacement ? 
Displacement is described as the displacement from homes and communities of people. Financial instability, 
helplessness and isolation are often accentuated and not alleviated. This might also lead to the loss of livelihoods as 

well as communities. With respect to the origins, researchers can state that migration is of 2 kinds: voluntary 

migration aimed at improving and improving the living standard for financial, academic or ethical reasons & forced 

relocation aimed at economic, social and academic reasons, with the aim of further improving the quality of life. The 

other one is forced displacement, when individuals are compelled to leave their homes, economic surroundings, 

political and social institutions, and are obliged to do so unintentionally. This kind of migration, also known as 

displacement, has led to enormous economic imbalances, dissatisfaction, and insecurity in a nation and across the 

globe because of the connection between the environment but also open economies. The displacement of people 

from natural habitats has a broad variety of socio-economic implications [13].  

The work deals with displacement caused by development projects such as dams and power plants, and it is based 

on secondary sources and data obtained from “world development reports”, as well as numerous published 
publications and articles. The major goal of this research is to discover the numbers of people who have been 

displaced as a result of some of India's most well-known development initiatives. In addition, analyse the effects and 

steps made to ensure the well-being of those who have been displaced [11].  

A. Development oriented Displacement 

Shifting is considered to be a necessary evil. Important lands as well as land are required to build industries, 

infrastructures like as dams, mines, highways & energy projects, which have been anticipated to provide higher 

welfare and which would disturb the ecological life of the society affected. Displacement is seen as the consequence 

of a development plan that requires specific technological and business choices without taking serious consideration 

of alternatives which have the lowest economic and social impacts [4].  

Regarding humanitarian organisations, development is an important cause of displacement and a source of 

challenge. For example, dam building forces people to move from flood-prone sites. People have been displaced 

when government earmarked parks or urban refurbishment. Though if governments prepare to relocate, the affected 
populations are almost always worse off. 

People have been displaced not merely from their homes, but also from homelands to which they may have ties from 

their ancestors. People have been relocated to make way for highways, railway lines, industrial plants, harbours, and 

urban expansion and reconstruction in every corner of the globe [2].  

B. Types of Developmental Projects and level of Displacement 

Transportation (highways, streets, roadways & canals); energy (mines, power stations, pipeline for exploration and 

development of petroleum); as well as mining; energy generation; oil exploration; pipeline; as well as mineral 

extraction; As such consequence of global urbanisation, the initiatives aimed at providing transit, housing, 

electricity, water, drainage as well as other services to rapidly growing cities have become significant drivers of 

displacement. Through urban renovation and embellishment projects in the local area people have been displaced, 

which are typically designed to make cities more attractive to visitors. The number of individuals affected by 
urbanization would almost likely rise in years to come; the United Nations estimates that even more than 2 billion 

people in large cities with populations of further one million by 2025 will live at annual urban growth rates of above 

6% [3].  

It seems that development policy, in whatever region it is implemented, should contain three fundamental elements. 

It should be  

•  Ethically acceptable;  

• Socially sustainable; and  

• Minimally damaging to the environment 
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Fig. 2. Development induced Displacement. 

C. Displacement in India due to development projects 

There is debate regarding the exact number of people that have been relocated. At least 40- 50 million people are 

thought to have been displaced. Various studies on displacement point out that the period before to 1980 was 

characterized by minimal compensation for impacted people and a lack of understanding of the difficulties of 

displaced people's rehabilitation. The majority of those affected were from low-income families, and their 

displacement further marginalized them, trapping them in a vicious cycle of poverty and misery as a result of the 

loss of their livelihoods [7].  

In India, involuntary displacement of people due to land acquisition for development activities is a big problem. 
Protests erupted around the country as a result of this. Large projects like “Sardar Sarovar, Salient Valley, Manglore 

Thermal Power, Dabhol Power, Maha Mumbai Special Economic Zones (SEZ), Nandigram SEZ, and Singur Tata 

Motors”, among others, sparked widespread discontent among those who were relocated or impacted by all these 

initiatives. Nearly 300 villages have been impacted by the Sardar Sarovar project, resulting in the displacement of 

163000 people, the majority of them are tribal people. Around 300,000 people were relocated as a result of the 

“Upper Krishna irrigation project”. Since the 1960s, livelihood loss and displacement have been a recurring aspect 

of the “Singrauli region of Madhya Pradesh”, mostly owing to dam, electricity, and mining construction. The 

construction of the Rihand dam as well as “Govind Sagar Reservoir” in the 1960s triggered displacement in the 

region, which was fueled by thermal power projects in the 1980s, which contributed to the rise of coal mining in the 

region [8].  

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

This groundbreaking research examines the processes that drive fast urbanisation, focusing on the key causes and 

repercussions of urban growth, environmental damage, and city pattern change. The purpose of this study was to see 

how urbanisation and urban sprawl had altered the structure of Sulaymaniah in Iraq's Kurdistan region. This is 

because many urban areas have witnessed tremendous expansion and population explosions throughout the years, 

resulting in a lack of social facilities in the affected neighborhoods.The evolution of urban growth is also presented 

in this work through intensive document analysis. The data show that autonomy, political strife, master plan non-

implementation, as well as economic progress are the driving elements speeding up the urbanisation process. 

Practical policies & comprehensive urban development plans are recommended as an urgent requirement for 

controlling unplanned urban growth and stimulating desirable long-term urban development [8]. 

Mohammed, (2019) People who have been displaced migrate to cities because they believe they will provide them 

with opportunity. IDPs are frequently vulnerable and unprotected, yet social networks, jobs, and services in cities 

have the ability to assist them in finding long-term solutions. Better connection and new technology, increased 
social mobility, and urban design that are consistent with this century's urban agenda have the potential to favorably 

shape entire neighborhoods while also driving national growth and development. In principle, urbanisation and 

human mobility offer tremendous prospects for personal and social well-being. This is not to say that metropolitan 

regions are without issues. Many cities have high levels of poverty and inequality, as well as substantial populations 

of people living in substandard housing with few or no essential amenities. This is the reality for many, if not the 

majority, of IDPs, and the disparities in living circumstances in cities have an impact on how individuals experience 

displacement and how cities can support displaced persons [14]. 

Hay & Skinner, (2019) Over the last decade, large dams built for hydropower, agriculture, water storage, and/or 

flood control have resulted in the forced relocation of millions of people. Governments and foreign donors have 

established policies and ways to ensure that human rights are respected, that adequate compensation is provided, and 

that livelihoods are restored. Throughout the last 50 years, social scientists as well as anthropologists have released 
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numerous articles that have examined local outcomes in both snapshot as well as long-term studies.It does not look 
at the grey literature produced by multilateral, multinational, or national organisations that may have released non-

peer-reviewed documents in this topic. The report summarizes the major theoretical frameworks proposed by 

scholars over time and highlights gaps in the current literature while taking into account any potential biases [6]. 

Aboda et al., (2019) Every year, around 15 million people are displaced from their homes to make room for massive 

construction projects such as dams, motorways, and mining. Such programmes have been shown in most developing 

nations to exacerbate ecological and socioeconomic vulnerability, leaving affected people homeless, disempowered, 

and penniless. The focus of the literature review article was on the various dangers that communities face as a result 

of development-induced displacement and relocation. The evidence generated is based on a review of online peer-

reviewed as well as grey literature from 1980 to 2018. During social vulnerability assessments, the risks examined 

via the Impoverishment, Risk, as well as Reconstruction (IRR) model serve as a guide in choosing and 

comprehending the hazards of development induced displacement and resettlement (DIDR). Because it is difficult to 
quantify, the issue of social vulnerability is frequently overlooked. In developing countries like India, Sudan, and 

Kenya, risk analysis also provides a foundation for further investigation into the reasons for the incidence and 

persistence of dangers. According to the conclusions of the review using the IRR model, project-affected persons are 

exposed to certain possibilities, but they are also exposed to increased hazards [1]. 

Kumar & Mishra, (2018) Following independence, India concentrated on development projects including dam 

construction. These were seen as symbols of modern India, despite the fact that they all contributed significantly to 

India's development. However, millions of people were displaced from their ancestral lands as a result of these 

megaprojects. The poor development and implementation of numerous relocation and rehabilitation policies made 

life even more difficult for displaced individuals. No one from the relevant government enquired about their well-

being after they were rehabilitated. They were completely cut off from God's kindness. The research is based on 

secondary sources and attempts to investigate a variety of concerns among displaced families as well as their 
problems. In this study, it is shown that displaced persons have experienced a variety of issues as a result of the state 

government's failure to address their concerns. Women and children are the worst victims since resettlement and 

rehabilitation strategies do not take them into account. Because women have less property rights on the land, they 

are not eligible for compensation. The majority of those who belong to the weaker sector of society are harmed in 

the name of development [10]. 

Patel et al., (2015) Globalization as well as neoliberalism transformations of local administration in Indian cities has 

reshaped the social and physical landscapes of the country's cities, creating contestations between the affluent and 

the impoverished. In Ahmedabad, India, this research examines the effects of mega-urban regeneration and 

infrastructure projects on disadvantaged households, as well as displacement and resettlement processes. The 

findings suggest that the displaced poor households have become even more deprived as a result of community and 

legislative government practices that pay little attention to the risk of impoverishment. The urban poor are entirely 

removed from planning for infrastructure development and relocation processes, despite the state's rhetoric of 
inclusive government, resulting in the state's lack of knowledge of their requirements and their eventual 

impoverishment following resettlement [15]. 

Drolet et al., (2014) Environmental displacement is a growing issue throughout the globe. Many social workers are 

specifically engaged in dealing with vulnerable groups affected by climate change, catastrophes as well as 

environmental damage, which makes it a concern for the work of the social work sector for the personal and 

organizational component of the displaced & migrant communities. The above new reality represents difficulties in 

dealing with economic and social disparities and differences and affirms that practitioners must develop the 

opportunity to measure the interconnections between the social, economic and environmental problems in the 

combination of practise and policy in lawful expressions [5]. 

III. SUGGESTIONS 

Industries & development projects should be fostered, but the government must also guarantee that their detrimental 
impacts on those who are facing eviction are reduced. Monopolists are granted great authority to undercut the very 

competition they profess to foster in the name of "free-market principles" and competitiveness. The government has 

to establish a soil acquisition as well as compensation system that is socially and economically viable for the 

individuals affected & affected. All resources that the private or governmental institutions seize and demolish for 

building projects must be appropriately assessed financially. This should take in to account the financial, 

psychological and potential worth of all assets displaced persons have to forfeit. Each displaced individual who is 

displaced or relocated must be provided with basic shelters, nutrition, drinking water and health facilities as well as 

the required medical and health assistance, livelihoods, educational facilities for children, protection of rights, 

leisure and amusement. 
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IV. CONCLUSION 

Displacing based on infrastructure development contributes to growth instability leading to lack of resources, social 

unrest, loss of community and society, health insecurity due to the absence of services, food insecurity, low standard 

of living for producing their own products, environmental uncertainty. 

Looking at the current and previous global regimes, it is clear that the evolution caused by displacement is 

unavoidable. The building of projects such as dams, power houses and irrigation canals is of great importance and is 

a fundamental need for economic and social growth. The effect of the development of projects is multifarious and 

catastrophic, however, and expelling bigger areas out of their homes implies limiting development and growth 

avenues. This is thus a contradictory position. Both must disappear as a tool of retaliation. Only now is the 

government responding to alleviate the negative effects and minimise suffering. The appropriate compensation and 

rehabilitation system for displaced people should be established. Medical, health and educational facilities should be 

given for the displaced so that they do not feel the ignorance on the part of the progress of the rest of the world's 
population. 
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